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The map of the
Cheyennelndian
Territories and the
picture of Mari Sandoz
are from the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln
Archives and Special
Collections.

Hamilton’s

Onedonortothe* Saving Our Treasures’ campaignhasaspecial
connectiontothemapsdrawnby Mari Sandoz. Eleanor (Pifer) Hamilton
graduatedfromUNL in 1958 andisthedaughter of CarolineSandoz Pifer,
sistertoMari Sandoz. Eleanor wasvery enthusiasticto support the

/pecial

campaignand help preserveher aunt’ screativeand historical

legecy.

“Her mapsarevery important to preserve. They aremorethan

our family’ sheritage. Eachmap showsthehistory of the
Midwest anditspeoples. They arealegacy to Nebraska,”
Eleanor Hamiltonstates.

During atel ephoneconversation Eleanor Hamiltonreminisced

about theexpeditionsshetook withher Aunt Mari inCherry
County Nebraska. “AuntMari livedinNew Y ork City and
wouldtravel out to Nebraskafor 2 or 3daysat atimeto do
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research for oneof her books. Mother and Dad droveher
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aroundalottofindthings.”

Sheshared memoriesof atimewhenMari
Sandoz wasdoingresearchfor her book,

Cheyenne Autumn, andvisited Eleanor’ s
family inGordon, Nebraska. Itwas

summer because Eleanor wasn’ tinschool at

thetime. Mari waslookingfor evidence

Connection

to

a _/pecial

“Treasure”

determinedthat thelndiansspent thewinter at L ost Chokecherry Valley

Eleanor Hamilton with her Arabian stallion Crown Muse

that the Cheyennelndianshad passed throughthat part of

Nebraskatoreturntotheir ancestral homeinMontana
andinparticularthevalley wherethelndiansstayedthe

winter.

(#36 onthemapinthebook Cheyenne Autumn). Thisbeautiful valley with
thebiglakebordersthePifer ranch. | havesat onmy horseonthehighhills
overlookingthisvalley andtriedtovisuaizethewinter of 1878-1879.”

Goingontheseexpeditionshada
profoundeffect on Eleanor. “Mari wasa
superbstoryteller. Shecould makeup
storiesand keepyou spellbound.”
Eleanor’ sauntalsogaveheran
appreciationfor history andhistorical
places. “Longafter my aunt passed
away and her book, The Battle of Little
Bighornwaspublished, every timel

walk that battlefield | feel somethingthat
isindescribable.”

Eleanor recalled another expeditionthat
shetook withboth her Aunt Mari and
Aunt Florato Fort Robinsonwherethey
spenttheday exploringandlearning
about Crazy Horse. Shealsodescribed
receivingcorrespondencefromher Aunt
that would contain4 or 5linesof text
fromher brownink pen.

Eleanor Hamiltonnow livesinMinneapolis, MN andismarriedtoHarold
Hamilton, whograduatedfrom UNL in1960ontheGI Bill. They ownMicro

Control Company, aprivatecompany employing 140 people. Eleanor runs
theHuman Resourcesdepartment. Her contributiontotheFriendscampaign
ensuresthat Mari Sandoz’ slegacy liveson.



